
 

 

 

 

News from the Nicaragua Street Kids Project ï Managua & Ometepe Island ï Fall 2009 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Meet a few of los chavalos : Three brothers  
 

 
 

Their names are David, Jason and Henry and 

they are 10, 9 and 8 years old respectively. 

They have the same mother but different 

fathers. The fathers of David and Henry are 

dead, and Jasonôs father left many years ago. 
 

In early April their mother went to Costa Rica 

to look for work and left the boys in the care of 

their aunt. Because the boys would not respect 

the auntôs authority, she started beating them 

with a hose. The boys responded by spending 

as little time as possible with the aunt and 

began roaming farther and farther from home. 

Eventually, they met a 13-year-old boy living 

on the streets in Managua. He told them about a 

place called    Sí a la Vida, and the four boys 

agreed that they would all visit Sí a la Vida and 

perhaps live there. After one day, the 13-year-

old left the project to return to the streets, but 

the three brothers stayed and were soon 

adjusting to their new life.  

About a month later, the mom returned to 

Nicaragua because she couldnôt find work in 

Costa Rica. When the aunt said she had no idea 

where the boys were, the mother contacted the 

national child welfare agency. Since Sí a la 

Vida keeps this agency informed of the kids in 

its care, the mother was directed to the project 

and reunited with her children. 
 

She felt she was capable of taking care of her 

sons, so the agency agreed the boys should 

return home with their mother. One day later, 

David and Jason were back at the project, 

reporting that their mother had again left for 

Costa Rica, and the youngest brother was 

staying with the aunt. Once again the two boys 

began adapting to life at Sí a la Vida, but were 

quite shaken a few days later when a television 

alert stated their brother, 8-year-old Henry, was 

missing. Eventually, Henry was found safe in 

another social service project.  
 

David and Jason are both doing well at Sí a la 

Vida. David has begun to smile after months of 

appearing to be constantly angry and afraid.    

He still doesnôt say much, appears to have a 

learning disability, craves affection, and likes 

playing baseball. Jason is better adjusted 

socially and academically. He usually does well 

on the weekly evaluations and enjoys playing.  

Both boys fit in well with the other kids and 

both have started calling their favorite male 

educators ñPapa.ò The project has arranged 

periodic visits with the mother to prepare       

the boys to eventually return home.
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Learning /exploring  continues during school break  
  

In Nicaragua the school year ends in early December each year. Most kids in the project on Ometepe Island 

return to their homes (primarily in the Managua area) and come back to the island in late December or early 

January. Then some intense activity is needed to occupy them until the new school year begins in early 

February. In the past the boys have been involved in theatre, art, electrical, and computer classes.  

This past year the project was able to offer photography and carpentry during the school break: 

 

Volunteer teaches photography skills and supplies digital cameras 
 

Katie de la Vaughn, the creative wife of 

Brian, the former Peace Corps Volunteer 

assigned to the island project, arrived during 

the holiday season armed with several digital 

cameras which she used to introduce the boys 

to photography.   

 

Katie took small groups of four or five boys 

out on field trips, teaching them how to look 

for scenic shots, compose scenes, and choose 

camera settings.   

 

Boys who didnôt go home for vacation began 

the photography classes in December 2008. 

They got so involved that the classes were 

extended into January 2009. This allowed  

the boys returning from their homes to also 

participate.  The classes were 

voluntary and almost everyone 

opted to be involved.   

 

At least 1,000 photos were taken 

while the classes were offered. 

  

Since Katie donated the cameras 

to the project when she left, 

picture-taking has continued and 

the boys now photo-document 

most of their activities. 

 

Here, Jorge frames a shot of bats 

resting above him near the top of  

a wall. 
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German volunteers teach carpentry and provide stocked toolboxes 
 

 

In early January this year Fritz and Rose Haerer, a German couple who 

are retired journeyman carpenters, arrived to teach basic carpentry skills 

to the boys.  
 

Neither spoke much Spanish but a German volunteer from the Sí a la 

Vida support group Sembra Futura, Lukas Deibel, was also working   

with the project at that time and offered to translate.  
 

And a German-Nica couple, Christof Pichler and Yvonne Largaespada, 

raised money from family and friends to purchase five toolboxes filled 

with quality 

German hand 

tools and power 

tools.  The 

Pichlers are long-time supporters of  Sí a la Vida 

who returned to his homeland many years ago but 

who have not forgotten the children of Nicaragua.  
 

The kids were split into morning and afternoon 

groups and required to attend daily classes about 

shop safety, tool use, qualities of wood, and 

furniture design and construction.  The group 

produced a handsome bookcase which is used at 

the project. 
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